Jakly » CHAIN LUBE TEST

By Caley Frefz

are no rules.

Given the endless variables of weather,
road conditions, riding styles, equipment choic-
es, and maintenance habits spread across the
cycling world, there is simply no way to stamp a
foot down and shout to the world that this, right
here, is the best chain lube money can buy for
every rider, every day, in every part of the world.
It’s an impossible distinction to make.

However, determining the best lube based on
the solitary, though very important, attribute of
efficiency is possible. Using a collection of pricey
lab equipment and a good deal of elbow grease,

The first rule of chain lube is simple: there
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Searching for the fastest
lubes on the planet - -

it is feasible to find the fastest lube available —
the best lube for your most important days, the
one that most effectively slickens the hundreds
of metallic contact and rotation points on a chain
so that it steals as little power from your pedal
stroke as possible. Efficiency is speed, after all.

Could we find the world’s fastest lube? That
was our challenge.

ON THE HUNT

We began by returning to the Friction Facts lab
owned by Jason Smith; we used the same setup
in a nearly identical test last year. Utilizing his
independent facility, we found out precisely
how much power a chain saps as it articulates
through a drivetrain with various lubes applied,
measuring power loss in watts.

Because Smith calibrated the test equipment

to a reference oil from the original round of lube
tests, published in the March 2013 issue of Velo, all
of the data from both tests is directly comparable.
We've included key results from that original test,
along with the new data, on the opposite page.

Last year was a first run; we picked 30 pop-
ular lubes and ran them through the process
with no real notion of what would work well
and what would not. The data from that test
shaped our selection of 25 new lubes for this
analysis. After last year’s test, for example, we
knew that Teflon-infused lubes did well, as did
wax-based lubes, so we sought more. We also
looked into a few lubes making impressive
claims based on their use of nanotechnology.
And, of course, we grabbed a few popular lubes
that were left out the first time around, like Pe-
dro’s legendary Syn Lube.

No stone was left unturned. Smith, who
bought all the lubes on the open market to
prevent manufacturers from tampering with
their usual formula, tested everything from
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